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Board of Director’s Message 

 The weather breaks and time flies.  By now everyone should be open or on the final 
preparations to open in the next few weeks.  If the last 4 weeks are any indication of the 
season, it should be a good one (fingers crossed, pick a four-leaf clover). 

As we head into the heart of the season, please take a moment to remember the upcoming 
events in May and June.  The Spring Meeting will be Tuesday, May 11th.  I know it’s a busy 
time, but if you can break away it’s worth it.  This will be one of the last opportunities to 
play Moundsville CC before it shuts down.  On Tuesday, June 8th we will once again be 
holding our annual Scholarship Fundraiser Tournament.  Also, we will celebrate our 50th 
anniversary as an Association.  Stonewall Resort will be the host site.  Amber has sent out 
registration information, but she can send it again if requested.  She or my myself can an-
swer any questions you may have regarding the event (sponsorship, team fees, hotel rooms, 
door prizes, etc.)   

Hope to see you at one or both events. 

Take care    
Jason Hollen | jhollen@stonewallresort.com | 304.997.9147

I need volunteers for the Superintendent Spotlight!!!

HELP US CELEBRATE 50 YEARS!





The recent warmup has superintendents wondering if the time is right to apply preemer-
gence herbicides for crabgrass and goosegrass. Goosegrass, in particular, is a growing 
problem in the Northeast, moving beyond the rough and fairways onto tees and greens.

When difficult-to-control weeds start to invade valuable and highly sensitive areas like 
putting greens, judicious herbicide applications may be necessary. If the weed pressure is 
low enough, hand picking is the safest method of control. However, in some instances – re-
gardless of the surface – pre and postemergence herbicides are necessary. From a manage-
ment and financial perspective, preemergence applications are the safest and most effective 
method of weed control.

Early springs force earlier preemergence applications which might not provide season-long 
control. If possible, apply preemergence herbicides in two or three applications rather than 
one full-rate application. Goosegrass germinates after crabgrass. If you apply one full-rate 
application in early spring, there might not be enough of a barrier to control goosegrass.

Remember that germination is soil temperature dependent, not date dependent.

Goosegrass and crabgrass germinate when the temperature of the soil in the top 2 inches is 
between 63 and 65 degrees Fahrenheit. Field reports indicate that soil temperature in Vir-
ginia is in the low 50s, and a little cooler as you move north in the region. Depending on 
where you are, it could be appropriate to apply preemergence herbicides this week or next, 
or you may need to wait several more weeks.

Every superintendent wants to take active steps to provide the best possible conditions for 
their golfers, but at times patience is a virtue. Just because the weather is nice enough to 
play golf doesn’t mean that it is time for regular maintenance. Focus on wrapping up win-
ter projects and preparing the course for the upcoming season. Continue waiting on weed 
control and monitor soil temperatures for another two to four weeks – and be ready to 
make the first application when the time is right.

Is the Time Right for Preemergence Herbicides?
By Elliott Dowling, agronomist, Northeast Region

Applying preemergence products too early might not provide season-long con-
trol of crabgrass and goosegrass.





Whether you’re trying to prevent crabgrass or troublesome soil-borne diseases, 55 degrees Fahren-
heit is an important number to remember. That is the soil temperature at which preventative treat-
ments should occur for many turf diseases including fairy ring, take-all patch and Pythium root 
dysfunction.

Applying a fungicide too early, or too late for that matter, can result in poor protection and leave 
your greens susceptible to damage this summer. Proper timing is just as important as selecting an 
appropriate fungicide for a given disease. Even the most effective products can be rendered inef-
fective if not delivered at the correct dose and time.

Don’t let soil-borne diseases sneak up on you, particularly for sites that have a history of disease 
damage. Monitor soil temperatures at a 2-inch depth and make applications only when conditions 
are within the proper window. Some diseases are best controlled at 55 degrees whereas others, 
like summer patch, are best controlled at 65 degrees. This could be a difference of several weeks. 
Understand the recommended control temperatures for each disease you are trying to manage and 
only treat when those environmental conditions are met.

It is important to remember that a well-timed preventative fungicide treatment can not only reduce 
the likelihood of damage but could also result in less product being used compared to a wait-and-
see approach. As the saying goes, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Northeast Region Agronomists:
Adam Moeller, director, Green Section Education – amoeller@usga.org
Darin Bevard, director, Championship Agronomy – dbevard@usga.org
Elliott Dowling, agronomist – edowling@usga.org
John Daniels, agronomist – jdaniels@usga.org

Prevention Begins at 55
By John Daniels, agronomist, Northeast Region

Monitor soil temperatures at a 2-inch depth to determine when preventative 
disease applications should be made.












