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Board of Director’s Message 

 Thank you to the members and vendors who have tak-en the time to respond to the survey questions and reach out with other questions/comments. We are going to send out the survey again for one more month to gain additional feedback. Again, please take a few minutes to express your opinion and be involved.
 The new season is fast approaching, may we all experi-ence ideal preparation weather and continue some of the success stories of last year.

Jason Hollen | jhollen@stonewallresort.com | 304.997.9147

HELP US CELEBRATE 50 YEARS!





In many parts of the transition zone, including Maryland and Virginia, February is when superin-
tendents apply a nonselective herbicide like glyphosate to dormant bermudagrass to control Poa 
annua, ryegrass and other winter annual weeds. This is a common application and one that super-
intendents do every year without many issues.

That said, if you feel that you are not getting the fully anticipated results from the application, it 
could have something to do with your water source. Negatively charged molecules in glyphosate 
can bind with positively charged cations in hard water, significantly reducing efficacy.

A simple solution is to buffer hard water with ammonium sulfate. When added to hard water, am-
monium sulfate breaks down into ammonium and sulfate. As the negatively charged sulfate binds 
with the positively charged cations in hard water, the water is conditioned, and herbicide efficacy 
is improved. The best way to determine how much ammonium sulfate is needed – or if it is needed 
at all – is to perform a water test.

I have heard rumblings from superintendents lately wondering if they are experiencing glyphosate 
resistance because they did not see the weed control they expected. While resistance could be the 
problem, do not dismiss hard water as a possible culprit too.

Northeast Region Agronomists:
Adam Moeller, director, Green Section Education – amoeller@usga.org
Darin Bevard, director, Championship Agronomy – dbevard@usga.org
Elliott Dowling, agronomist – edowling@usga.org
John Daniels, agronomist – jdaniels@usga.org

Why Your Glyphosate Might Not be Working
By Elliott Dowling, agronomist, Northeast Region

Controlling winter annual weeds in dormant warm-season grasses should be 
straightforward, provided you have ensured that the water source is suitable. 





WVGCSA 2021 Turf Conference Survey (Please respond by Feb. 14th)

Vendors
1. What type of activities, set up, etc. would improve the vendor experience at the Turf 
Conference?

2. How do you see improving the interaction between vendors and superintendents?

3. Any other ideas to improve the overall conference?

Superintendents
1. What topics would you like to see addressed during the conference?

2. What social activities would you like to see implemented to help with interaction be-
tween all superintendents, vendors and other members?

3. Any other ideas to improve the overall conference experience?






