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Board of Director’s Message 

 Happy New Year! We hope that you are getting some time to relax and that 
your plans for the 2023 season are coming along. Our Board recently met and 
we are excited about our plans and outlook for the WVGCSA this year.  We have 
some great events coming up and are looking forward to meeting with our mem-
bership as much as possible.

First, we would like to congratulate Amber Breed on a new professional oppor-
tunity and wish her the best of luck as she begins a new chapter in her career. We 
also want to thank her for her dedication and willingness to stay on with our as-
sociation despite her transition. She makes what we do possible! 

We would also like to wish Mike Bogroff well as he heads to the annual GCSAA 
delegates meeting next month.  Mike will be a great representative of our associ-
ation and West Virginia. We appreciate Mike’s willingness to serve and look for-
ward to hearing about his experience. 

We are looking forward to hosting the Spring meeting at Marietta Country  Club 
and our Scholarship Fundraiser at Berry Hills this year and we will let you know 
as soon as possible once the dates are confirmed. In the meantime, enjoy the rest 
because the work will be here before we know it. 

Mitch Roush, President
Riverside Golf Course

Upcoming Important Dates
Spring Meeting @ Marietta CC | Tuesday, May 9th (Tentative)

Lunch and Meeting - 11am | Golf at Noon
Cost - $40 per person

WVGCSA Scholarship Fundraiser | Monday, June 12th
Berry Hills Country Club, Charleston

More Details to Follow





The Board was recently informed that Jerry Stutler, Little Creek 
CC, would be resigning as a Director because he is moving to 
Florida. Jerry, we want to thank you for your time serving the 
members of this Association and we wish you luck in Florida!

Howard Lott, Bridgeport CC, has retired and moved to Florida! 
Howard, we thank you for your many years serving and 
supporting this Association and wish you well on your 
retirement in sunny Florida!

Brad Ullman, Executive Director of the West Virginia Golf As-
sociation and Board Member of our Association, has announced 
he has accepted a position as Tournament Director for LIV Golf. 
Thank you for your time on the Board. Congratulations Brad and 
good luck!

We are your one stop shop for 
fertilizer, chemical, and seed 

solutions for your golf course.

advancedturf.com
@AdvancedTurf

Golf Course Sales 
Representative

mklay@advancedturf.com
(304) 909–1511

Marshall Klay



MAXimum Plant Protection 
with Harrell’s ProtectMAX®
Harrell’s ProtectMAX® products are specifically 
formulated using multiple chemical groups and active 
ingredients to give you maximum plant protection from 
a range of diseases and weeds, allowing plants & turf 
room to grow and you room to relax.

Contact your Harrell’s Representative 
for more information!

Your plants deserve the best defense 
against environmental stress.

• Budget MAXimization
• Broad Activity Spectrum
• Multiple Modes of Action
• Contact and Systemic Activity
•  Quality Herbicide and Fungicide Formulations

www.harrells.com | 800.282.8007 
Employee -Owned



A mild winter day can be a great opportunity for golfers to get outside and play a few holes. For golf courses, 
winter play is a nice boost to the revenue stream and can improve customer satisfaction. When these conditions 
develop though, the age-old question, “How much damage can winter play on greens cause?” is sure to come up. 
Research is limited on the extent of turf injury that is possible from winter play, but it’s clear there are risks when 
certain conditions exist – e.g., frost, saturated soil or thawing conditions. Even a handful of golfers walking on the 
greens in these conditions could cause some damage.

Spirited debates about the risks associated with allowing golfers to play on the greens during winter have occurred 
for decades and are likely to continue for years to come. When determining if the greens should be closed for play 
during winter, focusing on the agronomic reasons is crucial, but it’s also important to consider the key reasons why 
golfers want to play during the offseason. 

Golfers love to get on the course during winter because it gives them an opportunity to work on their swing, get 
outdoors and exercise. Most recognize that courses aren’t going to be in peak shape in winter, so expectations for 
playability are lower. Basically, winter golfers are just happy to be able to play some golf and hit shots.

Most courses can accommodate winter golfers without taking on much risk by using temporary greens when con-
ditions warrant. Temporary greens virtually eliminate the potential for traffic stress on greens, which means they 
should be in good shape for the peak season when conditions matter most.

When the greens are dry and firm under foot during winter, some superintendents feel that the potential for turf 
damage is low and open them for play. Every course is different and must decide for themselves what’s the best 
approach to managing winter play on the greens. The risks might be minimal but allowing play on greens during 
winter certainly won’t improve playing conditions in spring and summer.

If you allow play on greens during winter, closely monitor turf conditions throughout winter and early spring. Note 
the play volume, weather conditions and soil moisture levels regularly. Take pictures of the greens often to help 
document the impact of winter play and compare that information with spring and summer performance. We may 
never be able to answer the question, “How much damage can winter play on greens cause?” but with course-spe-
cific information you’ll be better equipped to decide when play should be restricted to temporary greens.
Northeast Region Agronomists:
Adam Moeller, director, Green Section Education – amoeller@usga.org
Darin Bevard, senior director, Championship Agronomy – dbevard@usga.org
Elliott L. Dowling, senior consulting agronomist – edowling@usga.org

How Much Damage Can Winter Play on Greens Cause?
By Adam Moeller, director, Green Section Education

Temporary greens reduce the potential for turf damage on the primary 
greens while providing golfers a chance to play during winter.




