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Board of Director’s Message

Happy New Year! We hope that you are getting some time to relax and that your
plans for the 2024 season are coming along. Our Board recently met and we are excited
about our plans and outlook for the WVGCSA this year. We have some great events
coming up and are looking forward to meeting with our membership as much as possi-
ble.

We would also like to wish Mike Bogroff well as he heads to the annual GCSAA del-
egates meeting next month. Mike will be a great representative of our Association and
West Virginia. We appreciate Mike’s willingness to serve and look forward to hearing
about his experience.

We are looking forward to hosting the Spring meeting in the Northern Panhandle
(location TBD) and our Scholarship Fundraiser at Canaan Valley Resort on June 10th.
Our Turf Conference will be held November 12-13 at Coonskin Park in Charleston and

Mardi Gras Casino in Cross Lanes (Vendor Reception). In the meantime, enjoy the
rest because the work will be here before we know it.

Mitch Roush
President, Riverside Golf Course

Upcoming Events:
Spring Meeting ~ Northern Panhandle
WVGCSA Fundraiser Event ~ Canaan Valley Resort ~ June 10, 2024
Fall Meeting ~ Site/Date TBD

WVGCSA Turf Conference ~ Coonskin Park & Mardi Gras Casino ~ November 12-13, 2024
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As we celebrate this holiday season with
all of our friends and family, we wanted to
take a minute to thank you.

We hope your holiday is filled with cheer,
joy, warm memories, and happiness.

Your Harrell’s representatives,

CHAD LAMANTIA
clamantia@harrells.com
(724) 288-1705

RICK CATALOGNA
rcatalogna@harrells.com
(412) 897-0480

' I Harrell’s

Growing a Better World®

800.282.8007 | www.harrells.com

A Covia Product
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US GOLF COURSES
RELY ON US

FIND OUT WHY

coviacorp.com/golf




By Brian Gietka, agronomist, East Region

The Northeast has been bombarded with severe weather lately. Many areas received snow and other parts of the region
endured soaking rains and flooding while damaging winds affected most courses regardless of the type of precipitation.
Current golf course conditions vary from soft surfaces with restricted play to damaged and closed.

Unfortunately, the forecast shows the potential for more debilitating weather, so be diligent in communicating to
golfers during these challenging circumstances. Like any winter, rounds are lower and the turf isn’t growing so many
facilities have reduced staff. With less staff, the arduous tasks of cleaning up an entire golf course, repairing bunker
washouts, removing damaged trees and limbs, and many other post-storm duties will require days or even weeks to
complete. Accessing a saturated golf course with heavy equipment may not be feasible for at least a few days after a
big storm and areas with lingering wetness will require most cleanup to be done by hand. Utilizing boards or mats to
protect the ground is a good way to get heavier equipment safely around the golf course to expedite cleanup.

Flooding can leave a silt, sand or debris layer atop the turf. This should be addressed sooner rather than later. A silt
layer can seal off the profile and impede water infiltration, leading to long-term problems. Thickly covered areas that
require front-end loaders, box blades and other equipment to clean may have to wait for the ground to become firmer
to avoid causing even more damage. Irrigation systems are winterized, so using portable water tanks to wash lighter
silt layers away is another proven tactic. After the surfaces are firm enough, brushes and metal drag mats can be used
to further break up accumulated material to make surfaces playable again. If a silt layer is observed in the soil profile,
plan for extra cultivation to break it up.

Additionally, test infrastructure components now to minimize surprises when spring arrives. Continue checking irriga-
tion controllers and pump stations for damage after winter storms, as well as drainage systems for adequate operation.
If any in-progress projects were compromised by storm damage, it may be prudent to evaluate the situation and, if
necessary, start over on the project to ensure long-term success. If you’ve been affected by recent storms, please reach
out to your regional USGA agronomist to assist in recovery and help make the best decisions for the golf course.

Northeast Region Agronomists
Darin Bevard, senior director, Championship Agronomy — dbevard@usga.org
Elliott L. Dowling, regional director, East Region — edowling@usga.org
Brian Gietka, agronomist — bgietka@usga.org
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Wind, melting snow and flooding rains left a mess on golf courses across the Northeast. Extensive cleanup
will be required in many cases before winter play can resume.



ASPEN CORPORATION

2400 Ritter Drive
Daniels, WV 25832
(304) 763-4573
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FROM INDUSTRY STAPLES TO

THE LATEST INNOVATIONS,
Walker Supply Inc. has the quality products
you need and the local expertise

you desire in a supply partner.
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FERTILIZER PESTICIDES SOIL AMENDMENTS SEED POND PRODUCTS ICE MELT

WALKER SUPPLY INC.

TURF & ORNAMENTAL SUPPLIER SINCE 1991 WWW.WALKERSUPPLYINC.COM

Incorporated

2250 PALMER STREET
PITTSBURGH, PA 15218-2676
(412) 271.3365 - (FAX) 412.271.2614 - TOLL FREE 800.245.1224
TURF MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES
Fertilizers - Insecticides - Grass Seed - Fungicides - Sprinklers

EQUIPMENT IRRIGATION SOFT GOODS
DREW CHEVAUX TONY HORVATH JEFF GREGOS
412-855-6702 412-849-6759 412-389-2277
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Your Ewing Golf
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Andrew Prechtel W

Golf Account Manager
aprechtel@ewingos.com

304.780-2153 EEMAGNATION
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ADVANCED

TURF SOLUTIONS

THE TIME  SPREAD YOUR BUDGET.
N\ SPREAD THE WORD.

Now’s the time to start the conversation about early
order programs! Ask your ATS rep about rebates,
extended payment terms, and product availability to
get a head-start for next season. They'll consult you

through the entire EOP process, from planning next
| S N 0 W I season’s program to applying for all of the rebates
o you earn along the way.
Click Here to Browse Manufacturer Programs
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We create chemistry
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It’s not enough to be a superintendent. You’ve got to be the guardian of the greens. The foreman of
fairways. The ruler of the roots. Create a foundation for healthy, resilient turf with Intrinsice brand
fungicides — the first fungicide solutions recognized by the EPA for their plant health benefits.
Intrinsic brand fungicides are designed to help you control disease, conquer stress and promote
stronger turf from the roots up so your course can reach peak performance all season long.

TURF THAT’S SECOND BEST WON’T CUT IT.
YOUR GOAL IS TO BE THE G.O.A.T. — THE GREATEST OF ALL TURF.

Intrinsic

Brand Fungicides

your sales specialist, Aaron Wells,

To learn more, visit us online or contact
571-266-2938, aaron.wells@basf.com. l

¥ Always read and follow label directions.
Intrinsic is a registered trademark of BASF. © 2023 BASF Corporation. All rights reserved.




