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Board of Director’s Message	
	
 WVGCSA Members,

   I’d like to start out by thanking everyone who was involved with planning and attend-
ing the conference this year here in Bridgeport.  Aside from the weather we had a good 
turnout and we would like to build on that going into next year.  We will be sending out 
a survey to membership about a few ideas we’ve been talking about for future meetings 
and events.  
    Last month I attended the delegates meeting in Lawrence, Kansas to discuss a vari-
ety of topics going on at the National level.  A few take-aways I had were that as a state 
we are not participating with Rounds 4 Research like other chapters.  I challenge ev-
eryone to donate what they can for this because it is money that comes directly back to 
the chapter.  We can then dictate where that money will be spent whether it’s for more 
scholarships or hosting an event.  The GCSAA is celebrating 100 years this next year 
and will be promoting this at the National this year in Orlando for the centennial cele-
bration.  The new website is active and offers a lot for those who want to navigate it this 
winter.  They’re continuing to improve education opportunities, certificate training, and 
safety videos to use for our entire crews.  The BMP page will be easier to personalize to 
your particular club for reference and inspections.  
    I’d like to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and enjoy time with family and 
friends.
Andy Bates, President
Bridgeport Country Club

Job Postings
~ Assistant in Training @ Pikewood National Golf Club

~ Golf Course Superintendent @ Green Hills Country Club

For more information, check the website wvgcsa.org



Someone Made the Extra
Nice List this Year!
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Happy New Year
From All of  Us 
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Ask your Harrell’s representative to run your POLYGRAPH® 
today!  And while you’re at it, ask about the POLYON® 
Guarantee. www.polyon.com

Performance You Can Predict

www.harrells.com | 800.282.8007 
Employee-Owned

POLYON® fertilizer releases based on temperature, 
rather than moisture, so we can predict how it will 
release over time.

You might not be 
able to see into 
the future, but 
POLYON® fertilizer 
can give you a 
pretty good idea of 
what it’ll look like. 

RICK CATALOGNA
rcatalogna@harrells.com
(412) 897-0480

CHAD LAMANTIA
clamantia@harrells.com
(724) 288-1705



Serving the Mid-Atlantic with Green Excellence since 2005.

Don Dodson ddodson@genesisdist.com \ 717-586-9064

WWW.GENESISDISTRIBUTION.COM Follow Us:  X/@genesis_dist   FB/genesisdistribution    INSTA/@genesis_dist

Fertilizer / Plant Health / Seed / Accessories

Arbor / Aquatic / Erosion Control / Wetting Agents

Sand / Stone / Soil / Construction / Ice Control

Achieve Green Excellence with  
Convenient Delivery and Expert Service





Bunkers have evolved since their days as windswept, naturally occurring sandy hollows in the landscape. High expecta-
tions for consistency, playability and aesthetics can quickly lead to bunkers becoming a serious drain on resources, which 
doesn’t make much sense for features that are meant to penalize errant shots. During USGA Course Consulting Service 
visits, conversations about reducing the amount of time and money spent on bunkers are common. Surprisingly often, 
filling in some bunkers is the best option for a facility. These decisions should not be taken lightly, and hiring a golf 
course architect to advise on design changes is recommended. Removing bunkers that excessively interfere with play or 
don’t add much value to the design can yield a return on investment in improved golfer experience and savings in the 
maintenance budget. To reduce costs, bunkers are commonly removed in-house. This type of project is manageable for 
many maintenance teams, but there are several important elements to doing the job right.

Removing the sand is an obvious first step. However, determining the extent to which sand has mixed into the surround-
ing native soil is not always so obvious. Getting rid of all the old sand in bunker floors and under the turf surrounding the 
bunker can be challenging, but it’s a high priority so that a drought-stressed area where the bunker used to be does not 
become a new problem. Consider rototilling the bunker surrounds after it appears that all the sand is removed because 
this reveals where more sandy soil may need to be excavated and the tilling process helps blend the bunker removal area 
back into the surrounding topography. When removing sod around the bunker, strip well away from the edges to allow 
room for smooth shaping rather than abrupt slopes that make the old bunker location obvious. Avoid burying old sand, 
even if it is well mixed with native soil, as this sand can create dry spots or a perched water table. Before adding any 
soil, remove or cap the old drainage unless it’s still needed for the renovated area. Use a backfill material that is compat-
ible with the native soil to promote consistent turf performance in the future. More than once, I have seen aeration cores 
repurposed for fill, but their high sand content does not retain enough moisture, a lot of settling often occurs, and the 
new turf suffers. During shaping, settling is your enemy, so compact the fill often and double-check for adequate surface 
drainage in the reshaped area. You also want to make sure that changing how surface water flows doesn’t create new 
problems in nearby areas.

Bunkers have their place in golf, but if a bunker very rarely comes into play or impedes players that don’t need any 
more obstacles, erasing it might be best. There is more to that process than just replacing sand with grass. Take the time 
to thoughtfully plan the removal, address drainage needs, and correctly tie the new landform into the surrounding area. 
When done properly, you should never be able to tell that a bunker was there.
Northeast Region Agronomists
Darin Bevard, senior director, Championship Agronomy – dbevard@usga.org
Elliott L. Dowling, regional director, East Region – edowling@usga.org
Brian Gietka, agronomist – bgietka@usga.org

Erasing Sand: The Craft of Bunker Removal
By Brian Gietka, agronomist, East Region

There’s more to removing a bunker than just replacing sand with grass.
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2250 PALMER STREET 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15218-2676 

(412) 271.3365 - (FAX) 412.271.2614 - TOLL FREE 800.245.1224 
 

TURF MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
Fertilizers - Insecticides - Grass Seed - Fungicides – Sprinklers 

 
EQUIPMENT    SOFT GOODS           IRRIGATION 

DREW CHEVAUX             MARK FERGUSON            TONY HORVATH 
412-855-6702      412-389-2277     412-849-6759 

 
 
 
 


